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Senator Michael Padilla has served in the New Mexico State Senate since 2012, representing
District 14. In only his second year in office, he was elected Senate Majority Whip—a leadership
role he has been elected to four times. He serves on ten legislative committees, chairs the New
Mexico Finance Authority, spent a decade as chairman of the Science, Technology, and
Telecommunications Committee, and is the only member of the Senate Finance Committee
from Central New Mexico.

A central focus of Senator Padilla’s legislative work is eliminating the widespread poverty
affecting communities across the state. Known for his high-energy, solutions-driven approach,
he became the first senator to pass a bill in each of his first, second, and fifth years in office. His
legislative accomplishments span job creation and economic development, early childhood
education, broadband expansion, child food insecurity, child protective services, and education
reform.

In 2017, Senator Padilla sponsored the nation’s first Hunger Free Students’ Bill of Rights, which
gained global attention and has since been introduced in 37 state legislatures and in Congress.
He believes that removing hunger as a barrier to learning is essential to closing achievement
gaps and supporting children’s long-term development. In 2023, he expanded this work by
passing universal free breakfast and lunch for all New Mexico public school students, adding
“healthy” to the program’s name, increasing meal funding by 30%, and strengthening
partnerships with New Mexico farmers and ranchers.

After nearly a decade of work to improve early childhood education, Senator Padilla
successfully created the New Mexico Early Childhood Education and Care Department in
2019—a cabinet-level agency overseeing all birth-to-five services. He views this investment as
key to improving graduation rates and building a world-class workforce.
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Senator Padilla has also championed major reforms in child protective services, including
expanding the number of high-quality foster homes and extending optional foster care to age 21
to support young adults transitioning into independence.

His economic development efforts include legislation to prepare sites for investment, accelerate
utility readiness, modernize the electrical grid, and authorize microgrids—initiatives that have
attracted significant new investment across the state. He has also modernized state technology
systems, broadband policy, and cybersecurity infrastructure. His work includes updating the
New Mexico Telecommunications Act, reforming the Universal Service Fund, expanding
broadband eligibility under the Local Infrastructure Act, and leading the bipartisan creation of the
Office of Broadband Access and Expansion in 2021 and the Office of Cybersecurity in 2023.

A native of Los Padillas—a rural farming community his family settled more than 160 years
ago—Padilla has long been active in the Democratic Party of New Mexico and has served on
numerous boards, including Youth Development Incorporated, Special Olympics New Mexico,
Junior Achievement, the Association of Commerce and Industry, and the State Workforce
Development Board.

In 2000, he founded Altivus CRM Solutions, growing it to 3,600 full-time employees. The
company builds contact centers and provides consulting on people, process, and technology.
He continues to serve as Chairman and CEO.

The youngest of five children, Padilla grew up in foster care, the All Faiths Receiving Home, and
with extended family. He began working at age eleven and credits his upbringing for his
resilience and work ethic. He is the proud father of twin sons, Aaron and Zachary, both of whom
hold master’s degrees in social sciences—successes he attributes to early childhood education
and hard work.



